
Vietnam War Miracle Synopsis: 

SHORT 

Five men...all inextricably linked together by 
the tragic events of one night in the field in 
Vietnam, 'Vietnam War Miracle' takes us 
through their lifelong connection. From 
unthinkable tragedy 'in country', to survival, 
into their lives back home, and finally to a 
long overdue reunion 41 years later. Heroism, 
loyalty, persistence, innovation, selflessness, 
and finally, recognition of their patriotism in 
the face of persecution are all present in this 
remarkable story. 

MEDIUM 

An extraordinarily inspiring story, 'Vietnam War Miracle' recounts how one 
fateful night during the Vietnam War 1969, changed the lives of several young 
soldiers when they came under enemy fire. One died and two were 
catastrophically injured but survived due to the heroic efforts of their quick 
thinking medic and two fearless helicopter pilots. 

One soldier lost both legs. The other, Donald Mason, lost 30% of his brain to 
grenade shrapnel.  But thanks to  the work of a gifted neurosurgeon he not only 
survived, but thrived and went on to live a remarkable, fulfilling life of 
selflessness and volunteerism. After 41 years he is finally reunited with his 
platoon brothers and meets the surgeon who saved his life and is able to fill in the 
blanks of what happened that night so many long years ago. 

LONG 

Vietnam War Miracle' is the inspiring story of a young solider who sustained  
a traumatic brain injury when hit by shrapnel from a grenade in the dead of 
night during the Vietnam War in 1969. He should have died then and there. 
Instead, by the heroic efforts of his fellow platoon soldiers, he was miraculously 
rescued.  In an emergency field hospital, he fell under the care of a gifted 
neurosurgeon Dr. Harold F. Young, who ultimately saved his life although 30% of 
his brain had been destroyed. 
  
It took 41 years for Donald Mason along with his wife Donna to piece  
together the full story of his rescue, reunite with his fellow soldiers  



who played a major role in his survival, and to finally meet the  
man who followed him throughout his recovery,  Dr. Young. 

Donald lived on to selflessly touch the lives of many. He spent the next 
40 plus years of his life fostering dozens of at risk infants, establishing  
churches, volunteering for the Red Cross with fire departments,  and becoming 
involved with Vietnam Veteran's Associations 
and mental health facilities. 

It is an extraordinary, heartfelt story of courage; a testament to compassionate 
humanity and in the end a remarkable reunion of healing for all Vietnam 
Veterans who have lived a hero's journey.



Melissa Terese Young  

Film Producer/Director for 'Vietnam War Miracle' received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Emerson College in Boston, MA in 1994. Melissa’s 
first job in television production began immediately after college as a 
Production Assistant for “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno”.  She was 
soon promoted to Music Coordinator for the show which launched a 
later move to Access 

Hollywood as their Music Segment Producer. Her love for telling a story is what had her 
dabbling in side projects for years. Eventually that love led her to become a finalist in 
HBO’s Project Greenlight with her first venture into short film, “ThePea Soup Caper”.  

In 2001 she left television for married life and before long gave birth to  
two amazing boys, Isa and Massimo who are her joy. In 2012 she 
experienced a life changing moment when she physically healed a back  
injury through the pranayama practice of breathwork. This profound event  
inspired her to immerse herself in the study of various holistic 
practices including Meditation, Craniosacral, Reiki, Respiratory  
Therapies, Human Design, and South American Plant Medicines.  

Melissa never thought she’d return to production work, but was touched 
by a newspaper article about her father, a doctor in Vietnam who saved 
the life of a man with a severe brain injury, Dr. Young never knew if the 
soldier survived until 41 years later when Donald P. Mason searched him  
out. Melissa was so compelled to tell the story that she embarked on the 
project as a solo producer/director, funding it almost totally herself.  
 
'Vietnam War Miracle' is her re-entry into her beloved passion for 
telling a story through documentary film making. She has received  
the Impact DOC Award of Recognition for the film and recognized at the 19th Bare Bones 
International Film & Music Festival by winning the Best Military Documentary 2018 and 
Audience Choice Best Documentary Award 2018. 

Along with her work as founder of the holistic healing business Breathwork  
Worldwide, Melissa desires to continue to create “conscious” film projects.  
She currently lives on her farm in Richmond, VA with her two boys, puppy 
Baya, and three kittens Milo, Bandit, and Nixon. 

For more information call Gigi Mussatto at (407)234-4098, email 
melissaterese22@gmail.com, or visit ‘Vietnam War Miracle’s’ website at 
www.Vietnamwarmiracle.com



http://www.kearneyhub.com/news/local/documentary-filmmaker-tells-story-of-wounded-soldiers-in-
vietnam-war/article_3f9fae62-5d0f-11e8-a343-c3b890e6dff8.html

Documentary filmmaker tells story of wounded soldiers in
'Vietnam War Miracle'
By RICK BROWN 
Hub Staff Writer  May 21, 2018 Updated 20 hrs ago

“Vietnam War Miracle,” a documentary about the effects of a firefight more than 40 years ago, tells the story of a
group of men who survived. “It was a miracle any of them lived — and they lived thanks to a medic who was there
at the time, John ‘Doc’ Brown,” said filmmaker Melissa Terese Young. The film will be shown at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday at The World Theatre. Admission is free.

Melissa Terese Young, Courtesy

KEARNEY — Documentary filmmaker Melissa Terese Young connects in a personal way with

the story of five men injured, including a Kearney man, during a firefight near Chu Lai,

Vietnam in 1969.

“It’s a story about their platoon and a miracle rescue that happened with the men involved,”

Young said. “They were all boys, 17-, 18- or 19-years-old when they were drafted and sent to

Vietnam. Their platoon came under attack.”

One member of the platoon died immediately and two others were catastrophically injured.

Donald Mason sustained a head injury, losing 30 percent of his brain from grenade

shrapnel.

“He should not have made it out alive,” Young said. “It was a miracle any of them lived — and

they lived thanks to a medic who was there at the time, John ‘Doc’ Brown. He was able to

keep them alive until the helicopters came in to rescue them.”

The medic couldn’t use searchlights due to enemy snipers. Instead, he followed the screams

of the men to find the injured soldiers, caring for Mason until he could be taken to an

emergency field hospital staffed with a neurosurgeon.



Young tells this story in her documentary film, “Vietnam War Miracle.” Central Nebraska

audiences can view the movie at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at The World Theatre. Admission is

free.

One of the platoon members, Kearney resident Gale Bertrand, lost both of his legs as a

result of the firefight in Vietnam.

“I’m just honoring Gale for wanting to show the film,” Young said. “I think it will be really

great for him, honoring the veterans. I hope other veterans will attend, too. They get really

touched by the recognition — especially the Vietnam veterans. The Vietnam veterans, they

were kind of disposable. They didn’t really realize what they were getting into. Most of them

didn’t really want to go.”

The personal aspect of the story, at least for Young, 47, comes from the fact that the

neurosurgeon, Dr. Harold F. Young, was her father.

“I wanted to make this documentary as a legacy for my dad,” Young said. “And after meeting

the men, I was just blown away with the story. It’s a very heart-felt motivation to get this

done. I didn’t really imagine what all this would lead to, opening up this world of

documentary filmmaking. I really love the genre because it’s telling true life stories. And,

sometimes, true life is better than fiction, right?”

Young studied at Emerson College in Boston. After finishing in 1994, she began working as a

production assistant for “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno.” Her love for storytelling led her to

dabbling in side projects for years. Now living in Richmond, Va., Young found a niche with

her film, “Vietnam War Miracle,” after gaining some recognition in several festivals.

Young used historical footage from the Vietnam War as a framework for telling the stories of

the soldiers in her film. She also recorded interviews with the survivors, focusing on Mason,

his loss of his memory and his recovery from his wounds. After more than four decades,

Young wanted to shine a light on the stories of the men who fought in the war.

“It really shows a different portrayal of what was going on in Vietnam, from the soldiers’

perspective,” Young said of her goal in creating the documentary.



In recent years, the group of men have gathered each year, piecing together the story of that

firefight and understanding how that event affected the lives of each person. Her father,

now 79, is a part of that story, too.

“It’s pretty amazing and very touching how once they started meeting and talking about it, it

became very healing for them,” Young said. “It shows the brotherhood of being in that

situation. That has been the most touching part of the story for me, to see these men get

together and having that connection.”

rick.brown@kearneyhub.com

See young’s documentary ‘Vietnam War Miracle’
What: “Vietnam War Miracle,” a documentary film by Melissa Terese Young

When: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday

Where: The World Theatre at 2318 Central Ave.

Admission: Free

Contact: www.theworldtheatre.org

mailto:rick.brown@kearneyhub.com


The Lebanon (Mo.) DaiLy RecoRD FRIDAY, MAY 11, 2018 Page 9
 www.lebanondailyrecord.com

LOCAL

Discount & Surplus Groceries
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand

DELI SPECIAL
BLACK FOREST HAM ............................ REG. $5.29 LB. ........SALE $4.79 LB.
SMOKED GREEN ONION CHEESE ...REG. $5.09 LB. ...SALE $4.59 LB.

Sale Dates May 9th, 2018 to May 15th, 2018
Call To Order 
417-993-3017

TRY our fresh homemade DELI sandwiches: TURKEY, HAM, ROAST 
BEEF, ITALIAN, BLT,  PULLED PORK AND BLT PULLED PORK (MADE YOUR WAY)!

COME IN OR CALL to order! ALSO Custom deli trays! Veggie OR FRESH meat-n-cheese! 

Discount & Surplus Groceries
Meadowview Dutch Market

23 Miles West on Hwy 64 • Right on T Hwy •  9 miles • Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
HOURS: MON–THURS 8–5PM • FRI 8–6PM • SAT 8–5PM

417-993-3017

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT, DEBIT CARDS & EBT

Protein and Health 
Bar
10/$100

 

SALE Swiss Cheese
$249 LB. SLICED  1LB PK -OR-

$225 12 LB. CASE = $2700

Rattle Snake OR Ghost Peper 
Cheese Chunks
$199 LB.

Fully Cooked
Chicken Fritter
REG. 50¢ LB.
$999

20 LB.

Mild
Pincate Sauce
REG. $4.85 EA. 64 OZ.

             $399EA.
Frozen
Cup Cakes
6CT PK 50¢ EA. -OR-

$250EA. 6 PK CASE

Mother’s Day Hanging

Baskets, Planters, 

and Roses Are Here!

Mother’s Day Specials
2 DAY ONLY
10% OFF 

Store Wide (exludes fabrics)

Notice Closed on Thursday
 May 10th Accension Day

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT, DEBIT CARDS & EBTNOW ACCEPTING CREDIT, DEBIT CARDS & EBT
Mother’s Day Hanging

and Roses Are Here!

Mother’s Day Specials

Russet  Potatoes
$1199 EA. 50 LB.

Yellow  Onion
$1899 EA. 50 LB.

Protein and Health 

6 PK CASE6 PK CASE

SALE

A documentary about 
a Lebanon Vietnam War 
veteran won two awards 
at the Bare Bones Inter-
national Film and Music 
Festival in Muskogee, 
Okla., in April.

Out of a wide array 
of military documenta-
ries accepted into this 
year’s festival, “Vietnam 
War Miracle” was recog-
nized for Best Military 
Documentary 2018 and 
Audience Choice Best 
Documentary Award 
2018.

“I  am honored to 
accept the awards on 
behalf of the Vietnam 
veterans in the film and 
those that served who at 
one time where dispos-
able and not welcomed 
home. It shows how it is 
never to late to recognize 
a true hero and mend the 
emotional wounds any 
solider may carry with 

them. I am thrilled it was 
recognized by the festi-
val,” says Melissa Terese 
Young, who directed 
and produced the film.

“Vietnam War Mira-
cle” is an inspiring story 
which recounts how one 
fateful night during the 
Vietnam War in 1969 
that changed the lives 
of several young sol-
diers when they came 
under enemy fire. Gale 
“Big Bertha” Bertrand 
lost both legs, Donald 
Mason,  of  Lebanon, 
lost 30% of his brain 
to grenade shrapnel. It 
was a miracle they both 
lived and now years 
later were able to attend 
the Bare Bones Festival, 
honored with a touching 
standing ovation during 
the award ceremony.

Young has also won 
a prestigious Award of 
Excellence from The Im-
pact

DOCS Awards Com-
petition and looks for-
ward to screening “Viet-
nam War Miracle” at fu-
ture film festivals along 

with a special event in 
her hometown of Rich-
mond, VA, in July.

It also will be avail-
a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e 

through the website by 
the end of May 2018.

For more information 
about the Bare Bones 
International Film & 

Music Festival and for a 
full list of award recip-
ients please visit www.
barebonesfilmfestival.
org.

Documentary about local veteran wins awards

Photo courtesy of Vietnam War Miracle
Two of the subjects of the documentary, “Vietnam War Miracle,” Donald Mason, of Lebanon, left, and Gale 
“Big Bertha” Bertrand, right, pose for a picture with the film’s director Melissa Terese Young.

‘Vietnam War Miracle’ 
tells the story of Donald 
Mason, a local veteran

VIETNAM WAR MIRACLE

Pregnancy Support Center to host annual walk next week

The Pregnancy Sup-

port Center is having its 
annual Walk 4 Life fund-
raiser on Thursday.

Registration will be 
held at LifePoint Church, 
195 N. Washington, from 

5 to 5:45 pm, and the “City 
Tour Walk” will begin at 
5:45 p.m.  Participants 
will walk approximately 
a mile, around some city 
blocks, and gain informa-

tion along the way.  
Everyone is invited to 

participate and may pick 
up a pledge form at the 
Pregnancy Support Cen-
ter (525 S. Washington), 

gather sponsors and turn 
it in at the event.  Proceeds 
will be poured back into 
the organization to contin-
ue its free and confidential 
services to the community. 

PREGNANCY SUPPORT CENTER
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The beginning of a legacy

LDR photo/Steve Smith
A construction crew begins putting walls up on the Agriculture Legacy Center at the Laclede County Fairgrounds.

Agriculture Legacy Center could be finished by fair time

Work to erect the Agriculture Lega-
cy Center at the Laclede County Fair-
grounds is well underway. Deryl Wilson, 
Cowan Civic Center operations director, 
said the substantial completion date is 
May 8. 

Features will include a screen for slide 
presentations, a lobby with a history of 
Laclede County agriculture, concession 

stands and an office for fair staff. Pull-out 
bleachers will make it possible to vary 
the size and seating capacity of the arena.

The 9,000 square feet building will 
have seating for more than 200 people.

Sam Lower, Laclede County Extension 
program director said work is progress-
ing.

“The structure’s going up and they’ll 
be putting the roof and metal on that in 
just the next little bit,” he said.

Lower said they are hoping everything 

can be ready in time for the fair this sum-
mer, “but it will be a push.”

When it is finished, the building will 
be used during the fair as a show pavilion 
and sale pavilion. The rest of the year it 
will be used for seminars, swap meets, 
FFA labor auctions, 4-H events, cattle 
sales and more.

The arena and building are a joint 
project of Laclede County and the City 
of Lebanon. City funds came from the 
half cent capital improvements sales tax.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LEBANONDAILYRECORD.COM

The Rotary Club is complet-
ing plans for a tree planting 
ceremony Friday in Boswell 
Park.

At last Thursday’s Rotary 
luncheon, Rotarian Don Allen 
said the ceremony will be held 
at about noon near the new 
Route 66 mural. The public is 
invited to attend. 

As part of the ceremony, 
Mayor Jared Carr will plant 
an apple tree. 

Allen said the high school 
Interact Club is also helping 
out with planting  after the 
ceremony. Work will continue 
Saturday to plant about 130 
trees is in  Boswell and Atch-
ley parks. Allen said they still 
need Rotarians to help with 
planting trees in the parks 
that day.

He said they worked last 
week to measure where the 
trees  wil l  be  planted and 
put out flags. The flags were 
marked to show what kind of 
tree should be planted in that 
space. 

Allen is hoping some of the 
people helping with the flags 
can return on Saturday to help 
with the actual planting of the 
trees. He has worked with the 
city and the parks department 
to promote the tree project.

The city applied for a grant 
and was awarded trees to 
plant. Allen said 18 different 
kinds of trees that are native 
to Missouri are being planted 
for the project.

Rotary Club 
hosting tree 
planting 
ceremony
STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LEBANONDAILYRECORD.COM

Photo courtesty of Vietnamwarmiracle.com
The documentary “Vietnam War Miracle,” which features the story of a Lebanon veteran, 
will debut Friday in Oklahoma.

Documentary about Lebanon 
Vietnam vet debuts Friday

“ V i e t n a m 
War Miracle,” 
a documenta-
ry film about 
a veteran from 
Lebanon will 
premier at 11 
a.m. Friday at 
the Barebones 
Film Festival 
in Muskogee, 
Okla.

T h e  f i l m 
tells the story 
of  Donald  P. 
M a s o n ,  w h o 
was severely 
injured in Viet-
nam.

The Legion Riders, and several Veterans 

Organizations will be honoring and escort-
ing two decorated Vietnam War Veterans 
from the La Quinta Inn to the Roxy Theatre 
in Muskogee, Okla.  The group, all instru-
mental in making the film, will include Mr. 
Mason, Donna Mason, daughter, Brandy 
Hemeterio, and son,11 year old Chuy, and 
Gale “Big Bertha” Bertrand.

The Patriot Guards will be on hand to 
honor the memory of the veterans who 
have passed.

Walking the red carpet will be the film’s 
producer and director, Melissa Terese 
Young and two decorated Vietnam War 
veterans from the cast, Mason, and Gale 
“Big Bertha” Bertrand and their families.  
More information on the film can be found 
at vietnamwarmiracle.com.

A reception will be held afterwards at 2 
p.m.at the American Legion Post 15, host-
ed by Adjunct Commander, Raul Rizo at 
4021 W. Broadway, Muskogee, Okla.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LEBANONDAILYRECORD.COM

Mason

L

Conard M. “Whiskers’’ 
Shelley

Holman-Howe/Lebanon
Josh Ryan “Shaggy’’ 

Larrison
Ineta D. Czech

Shadel’s Colonial/Lebanon
Harvey Ellis Jones

Scott Richard Ernst
Margurite Leola Jennings
Waynesville Memorial Chapel



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
‘Vietnam War Miracle’ WINS TWO AWARDS! 

Muskogee, OK – May 1, 2018 – Melissa 
Terese Young, Director/Producer of the 
documentary ‘Vietnam War Miracle’ receives 
two awards for her film at the Bare Bones 
International Film & Music Festival Award 
Ceremony in Muskogee, Oklahoma, April 28, 
2018.  Out of a wide array of military 
documentaries accepted into this year’s festival, 
‘Vietnam War Miracle’ was recognized for Best 
Military Documentary 2018 and Audience Choice Best Documentary Award 2018.

“I am honored to accept the awards on behalf of the Vietnam Veterans in the film 
and those that served who at one time where disposable and not welcomed 
home.  It shows how it is never to late to recognize a true hero and mend the 
emotional wounds any solider may carry with them.  I am thrilled it was 
recognized by the festival!” says Melissa Terese Young.

‘Vietnam War Miracle’ is an inspiring story which recounts how one fateful night during 
the Vietnam War 1969, changed the lives of several young soldiers when 
they came under enemy fire.  Gale “Big Bertha” Bertrand lost both legs, Donald Mason, 
lost 30% of his brain to grenade shrapnel.  It was a miracle they both lived and now 
years later were able to attend the Bare Bones Festival, honored with a touching 
standing ovation during the award ceremony.  

Melissa Terese Young has also won a prestigious Award of Excellence from The Impact 
DOCS Awards Competition and looks forward to screening ‘Vietnam War Miracle’ at 
future film festivals along with a special event in her hometown of Richmond, VA in July.  
It also will be available for purchase through the website by the end of May 2018.

For more information about the Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival and for a 
full list of award recipients please visit www.barebonesfilmfestival.org

For more information on ‘Vietnam War Miracle’ please visit www.vietnamwarmiracle.com 
or contact Melissa Terese Young (818)590-8644, melissaterese22@gmail.com.

http://www.barebonesfilmfestival.org
http://www.vietnamwarmiracle.com
mailto:melissaterese22@gmail.com


Vietnam Veterans to be honored in a true life 
story with the premiere of 'Vietnam War 
Miracle'. 

'Vietnam War Miracle' is a documentary film by 
Melissa Terese Young that is to premiere at the 
19th Annual Bare Bones International 
Independent Film and Music Festival on April 27, 
2018. 

RICHMOND, VA, February 28, 2018 - Melissa 
Terese Young, of Young One Productions has 
received an Official Selection from the Bare 
Bones  
International Independent Film and Music 
Festival. Melissa's debut documentary feature 
film "Vietnam War Miracle will be screened at the 
19th Annual Bare Bones International 
Independent Film and Music Festival on 
Friday April 27th at the ROXY THEATER venue 
at 12 P.M. 

An extraordinarily inspiring story, 'Vietnam War Miracle' recounts how one fateful 
night during the Vietnam War 1969, changed the lives of several young soldiers when 
they came under enemy fire. One died and two were catastrophically injured but 
survived due to the heroic efforts of their quick thinking medic and two fearless 
helicopter pilots. 

One soldier lost both legs. The other, Donald Mason, lost 30% of his  
brain to grenade shrapnel. But thanks to  the work of a gifted  
neurosurgeon he not only survived, but thrived and went on to live a  
remarkable, fulfilling life of selflessness and volunteerism. After 41  
years he is finally reunited with his platoon brothers and meets the  
surgeon who saved his life and is able to fill in the blanks of what  
happened that night so many long years ago. 

Melissa as the Film Producer/Director for 'Vietnam War Miracle' received  
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Emerson College in Boston, MA in 1994.  
Melissa’s first job in television production began immediately after  
college as a Production Assistant for "The Tonight Show with Jay Leno".  
She was soon promoted to Music Coordinator for the show which launched  
a later move to Access Hollywood as their Music Segment Producer.  
'Vietnam War Miracle' is her re-entry into her beloved passion for  
telling a story through documentary film making and she was so compelled   
to tell the story that she embarked on the project as a solo  
producer/director, funding it almost totally herself. She has received  



the Impact DOC Award of Recognition for the film and feels this is one  
of her greatest achievements in her production and directing career. 

"I am honored to premier this film at Bare Bones International Film  
Festival this spring. This film is more than just a documentary, it  
turned out to be history in the making for our Vietnam Veterans who were  
looked down upon when they returned from this war. It is now time to  
recognize and honor these men who deserved better. I hope all veterans  
and their families in Oklahoma will join us at Bare Bones for this  
screening."  - Melissa Terese Young, Film Producer/Director for  
'Vietnam War Miracle' 

Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival is dedicated to screening  
feature motion picture projects with budgets less than one million  
dollars. Our philosophy is to promote and support the efforts of the  
small budget filmmakers and producers. We treat everyone the way we  
would like to be treated and provide lots of encouragement. The festival  
is a spring break and networking opportunity for actors, writers,  
filmmakers and producers. Our small town experiences will give visitors  
a break from the hustle and bustle of a big city. In the city of  
Muskogee, Oklahoma, USA, everyone greets you with a smile and a friendly  
"howdy." http://www.barebonesfilmfestival.org   

Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival has been named one of the  
"25 Festivals Worth the Entry Fee" by Moviemaker Magazine and one of the  
"20 Best Festivals for New and Emerging Filmmakers." PBS included Bare  
Bones as one of the top 20 documentary festivals. The Bare Bones Film  
Festival experience has long been touted as the "Friendliest Film  
Festival" by the many filmmakers who return year after year. 

The festival will feature narrative and documentary features, short  
documentary, short narrative and student films, music videos, animation  
and live screenplay readings in its competitive program. Live music and  
entertainment, classic car shows, receptions, after parties and tours of  
surrounding areas make this festival a relaxed atmosphere where lasting  
friendships are made and filmmakers are treated like royalty and receive  
the recognition independent filmmakers deserve. 

For more information call Gigi Mussatto at (407)234-4098 or visit Vietnam War 
Miracle’s website at www.Vietnamwarmiracle.com  

http://www.barebonesfilmfestival.org%A0


ADD FRIDAY, APRIL 27TH AT 11:00AM TO 
YOUR CALENDAR AS A MUST ATTEND 
EVENT! 
     
     The Legion Riders, The Patriot Guard, 
and several Veteran Organizations will be 
honoring and escorting two decorated Vietnam 
War Veterans, Donald P. Mason & Gale "Big 
Bertha" Bertrand, from the La Quinta Inn to 
the Roxy Theatre in Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
They are featured in the film," Vietnam War 
Miracle", a 2018 Official Documentary 
selection at the Bare Bones International 
Film & Music Festival, which premiers at 
Noon. 

    The Patriot Guards will honor the memory of the veterans who 
regretfully passed before the film was completed. Sergeant Tom Hayes, 1st 
Lt. Frank A. Fortuna, and Johnny Fedele. 
  
     Arriving with Donald Mason and Gale "Big Bertha" Bertrand and walking 
the red carpet will be the films Director & Producer, Melissa Terese Young. 
Cast members Donna Mason, Brandy Hemeterio, and son, 11 year old 
Chuy Hemeterio will also be there. Meet everyone ahead of time by visiting 
www.vietnamwarmiracle.com      
  
     A Reception will be held afterwards at 2:00 PM at the American Legion 
Post 15, hosted by Adjunct Commander, Raul Rizo. (4021 W. Broadway 
Muskogee) Refreshments will be served and the media and public are 
invited.  It will be an informal gathering to honor these hero's and a 
dynamic meet and greet opportunity! 
  
For additional information, questions or to arrange interviews prior, during, 
or after the event please contact:  Gigi Mussatto 407-234-4098 
  
vietnamwarmiracle.com 
  
https://www.legion.org/riders 
  
patriotguard.org

http://www.vietnamwarmiracle.com/
http://vietnamwarmiracle.com/
https://www.legion.org/riders
http://patriotguard.org/


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: 
Gigi  Mussatto
gigi@breathworkworldwide.com
www.vietnamwarmiracle.com
(407)234-4098

Melissa Terese Young Wins Award in 
Impact DOCS Awards Competition

(Richmond, VA, January 31, 2018) – Melissa Terese Young, of Young One Productions, 
has won a prestigious Award of Excellence from The Impact DOCS Awards Competi-
tion. The award was given for Melissa’s inspiring documentary, “Vietnam War Miracle”, 
which depicts unthinkable tragedy 'in country', to survival, and finally a long overdue and 
emotional reunion 41 years later.  Vietnam War Miracle features exceptional true 35mm 
& 16mm Vietnam stock footage captured during the war in 1969 and expresses different 
aspects of the war not yet uncovered in other war documentaries.  

“I’m honored to receive this recognition for this true story but more so, humbled by the 
veterans I met who trusted me to tell their story.  They are the true heroes and the ones 
deserving of this award.”       

 - Melissa Terese Young  Film Producer/ Director ‘Vietnam War Miracle’ 

Impact DOCS recognizes film, television, videography and new media professionals 
who demonstrate exceptional achievement in craft and creativity, and those who pro-
duce standout entertainment or contribute to profound social change. Documentaries 
were received from 30 countries, including veteran award winning filmmakers and fresh 
new talent.  Entries were judged by highly qualified and award winning professionals in 
the film and television industry. 

In winning an Impact DOCS award, Melissa joins the ranks of other high-profile winners 
of this internationally respected award including the Oscar winning director Louie Psi-
hoyos for his 2016 Best of Show – Racing Extinction, Oscar winner Yael Melamede for 
(Dis)Honesty – The Truth About Lies, and Emmy Award winner Gerald Rafshoon for 
Endless Corridors narrated by Oscar winner Jeremy Irons, and many more.   



Rick Prickett, who chairs Impact DOCS, had this to say about the latest winners, “ “The 
judges and I were simply blown away by the variety and immensely important documen-
taries we screened. Impact DOCS is not an easy award to win. Entries are received 
from around the world from powerhouse companies to remarkable new talent. Impact 
DOCS helps set the standard for craft and creativity as well as power catalysts for glob-
al change. The goal of Impact DOCS is to help winners achieve the recognition they de-
serve for their dedication and work.” 

Impact DOCS Awards is in its second year and is the newest member of the Global Film 
Awards (GFA) family of competitions who have been hosting competitions for 14 years.  
As one of the original trend-setting digital online competitions, GFA set the standard for 
this exciting new breed of film competitions..  GFA’s Accolade Competition was named 
by MovieMagazine “…as one of the top 25 festivals worth the entry fee”. It is truly in-
ternational in scope offering filmmakers from large powerhouses like Disney, Discovery, 
and Ridley Scott all the way to first time filmmakers and students, the opportunity to re-
ceive valuable feedback from an impartial judging panel comprised by highly qualified 
and award winning professionals in the industry.  Often the first stop on the festival cir-
cuit, GFA award winners have gone on to win Oscars like the short doc “The Lady in 
Number Six” and “Mr Hublot” as well as countless Emmys, Tellys and more. Information 
about the Impact DOCS Awards and a list of past and recent winners can be found at 
www.ImpactDocsAwards.com 

For more information call Gigi  Mussatto email: gigi@breathworkworldwide.com 
phone: (407)234-4098 or visit Vietnam War Miracle’s website at www.Viet-
namwarmiracle.com 

http://www.impactdocsawards.com/
mailto:gigi@breathworkworldwide.com
http://www.Vietnamwarmiracle.com
http://www.Vietnamwarmiracle.com
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The Joel E. Barber School District’s school re-
source offi cer will be an employee of the Laclede 
County Sheriff’s Department beginning with the 
new school year this fall. 

The decision was made at Thursday’s Laclede 
County Commission meeting. Sheriff David 
Millsap told commissioners that the department 
has not had an agreement with the school district 
since 2013 when the contract was nullifi ed.

“It’s not a personnel issue. It’s an issue of 
process,” Millsap said. “We’ve not had a working 
agreement with Joel E. Barber. We had a reserve 
offi cer out there that was commissioned by me, 
but employed by Joel E. Barber, so not an em-
ployee of the county.” 

Millsap said the new agreement will clear up 
liability issues the school and county could face 
if the offi cer is injured.

Commission approves J.E.B. school resource offi cer

LDR photo/Steve Smith
The Laclede County Commission discusses plans for a new school resource 
offi cer for the Joel E. Barber School District with Sheriff David Millsap at Thursday’s 
commission meeting.

LACLEDE COUNTY COMMISSION

Ronnie Wayne Decker
Shadel’s Colonial/Lebanon

Michael Gene Steen
Fraker/Marshfi eld

LDR photo/Chris Roden
Vietnam vets and their wives take in the veterans’ memorial at the Cowan Civic 
Center on Friday morning.

WELCOME HOME
Lebanon gives a platoon of Vietnam War veterans the 
homecoming they didn’t get more than 40 years ago 

The traffi c that passed the Veterans 
Memorial in the southwest corner of the 
Cowan Civic Center and saw a group of 
mostly senior citizens gathered there Fri-
day morning probably didn’t know that 
two men were there because of a series of 
miracles.

But Don Mason, Gale Bertrand and 
13 or more men of their platoon knew.  
They were there as part of their platoon 
reunion prior to a Saturday Welcome 
Home parade at 10:00 a.m. and to remem-
ber fallen buddies, but also to celebrate a 

rescue that the odds were against in 1969.
Mason, a former machine gunner, and 

his buddy Gale “Big Bertha” Bertrand, 
his ammo bearer, stood at the memorial 
Friday, Betrand on two prosthetic legs, as 
Donna Mason played the lyrics “Wel-
come Home” through a small speaker, 
and Saundra Earp-Morris translated into 
sign language for the hearing impaired 
present before speaking.

Lebanon Mayor Josh Ray, also a vet-
eran, followed her and said, “This is excit-
ing for me to welcome people back home 
decades after they should’ve received 
their welcome.”

BOSWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Photo courtesy of Melinda Fries
Fifth grade TAG students from Boswell Elementary School advertise a Community Cares Fundraiser at Wendy’s in September.

Students give back to the community

A group of Boswell Elementary School 
students just wrapped up a year-long series 
of of community service activities that they 

have conducted as part of a school project.
This was the second school year that the 

fi fth grade Talented and Gifted (TAG) class 
has completed the Seven Ways to Change 
the World unit, which requires students to 
show how they have fulfi lled seven require-

ments over the course of a school year. Stu-
dents are supposed to complete the fi rst six 
goals in their personal lives, but the seventh 
goal, which involves community outreach, 
is completed as a group.

See ‘TAG’/ page 8A

See ‘SRO’/ page 8A

See ‘VETERANS’/ page 8A

History: Columnist 
Kirk Pearce takes a look 
at this week in Laclede 
County’s past. 

See page 2A
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Now Enrolling For Summer
and Fall Classes!

Call 417-532-9828 To Enroll

1941 W. Elm St – (417) 991-2552

“Open Everyday, Unless We’re Closed”

10:30 A.M. – 10:00 P.M.

Present this coupon for a
Cayenne Ranch

Chicken Sandwich Plate
served with fries and a drink

for only $5.00!
One coupon per guest. Must present coupon to

receive discount. Offer expires 6-17-17.

Chicken & Waffle

$5.99

2020 Evergreen Parkway (The Mall) 

!;FFCHA��FF��HAF?LM��
We have a LARGE

SELECTION of 
  • Rods • Lures
  • Reels • Jigs
  • Lines • and more

417-532-HUNT

“We don’t have that 
issue anymore,” Mill-
sap said. “He’s a deputy 
sheriff assigned to a par-
ticular assignment so we 
would cover it.”

He asked the com-
mission to work out a 
new contract with the 
school district in which 
the sheriff ’s office will 
employ the resource of-
ficer assigned to Joel E. 
Barber. The school dis-
trict has agreed to pay the 
officer’s salary nine to 10 
months out of the year.

“That will get them 
through  the  summer 
school session,” he said. 
“The county wil l  bi l l 

them and they will pay 
the county that salary 
and benefits for the 10-
month period. When the 
resource officer is not 
in school, he would 
be assigned back to 
the sheriff ’s office 
to work road or an 
an invest igator, 
whatever as-
signment I 
would like 
him to do.”

Millsap said 
it would benefit both 
the school and the sheriff 
to have a resource officer 
following the regulations 
of the sheriff ’s office.

“This gives us a real 

opportunity for him to 
liaison with the school 
and sheriff ’s office,” he 
said. “One of the things 
it  will  allow us to do 

is, if there’s an 
event out there 

that person 
w o u l d  b e 
h a n d l i n g 
that event. 
I f  t h e r e 
w a s  v a n -

da l i sm or  a 
b r e a k - i n  t h a t 

would be his case 
to work, instead of draw-
ing resources away from 
road or detective out 
there.”

He could also be avail-

able when extra officers 
are needed on Saturdays 
or for special  events. 
Deputies would also be 
available to assist the re-
source officer if needed, 
Millsap said.

Commissioners expect 
to have an agreement 
with the school district 
worked out within the 
next 30 days. The first 
day of school is Aug. 
15. 

Millsap said he has 
two current employees 
interested in the resource 
officer position and the 
current resource officer 
can also apply.

In other business re-

lated to the sheriff ’s de-
partment, the commis-
s ion gave the  sher i ff 
permission to begin the 
process of selling four 
vehicles that are no lon-

ger used. The vehicles 
are a 2000 Ford Excur-
sion, a 2008 and 2010 
Dodge Charger and a 
2006 Crown Victoria.

SRO from page 1A

TAG teacher Twila 
Rowlett said that the idea 
for the unit came from a 
project that college stu-
dents on the East Coast 
were completing.

“Theirs was a semes-
ter-long kind of thing 
about how they could 
change themselves,” 
Rowlett stated. “So when 
I saw that, I thought, 
‘You know, we could do 
that with the commu-
nity in mind,’” Rowlett 
stated.

The fi fth graders com-
pleted their fi rst commu-
nity project at the begin-
ning of September, when 
they created advertising 
to promote a fundraiser 
for Community Cares, a 

Lebanon Area Founda-
tion–administered pro-
gram that collects money 
from the community and 
distributes it among local 
nonprofi ts in the form of 
grants.

Shortly afterward, the 
students participated in a 
chili cookoff that Ozarks 
Community College 
hosted to raise funds for 
Community Cares.

“They kids had their 
own submission, they 
made their own chili, 
and we won the young 
kids’ (division),” Rowlett 
stated. “I don’t know if 
there were very many 
young kids, but we 
won.”

LAF Administra-

tor Melinda Fries, who 
collaborated with the 
students on the overarch-
ing project, stated, “These 
guys came in like a pa-
rade of wonderful smells, 
and they dropped off 
probably the most popu-
lar soup there, honestly. It 
was gone quickly.”

The group then 
provided advertising 
for a Community Cares 
radiothon with a  You-
Tube commercial featur-
ing a mock newscast. The 
students also collected 
money for the radiothon 
among themselves.

At Christmas, the class 
sold lollipops and used 
the proceeds to purchase 
emoji pillows, snacks and 

blankets that were then 
raffl ed off, along with an 
assortment of donated 
books. The students sold 
almost 600 raffl e tickets 
at $1 apiece and used the 
money to purchase need-
ed and wanted items for 
students in the Laclede 
Early Education Pro-
gram, an early childhood 
intervention program that 
serves developmentally 
delayed children from 
birth to fi ve years of age.

The TAG students de-
livered the items to LEEP 
themselves.

Fifth grader Sophie 
Evans stated, “It was fun 
to just see them happy 
and surprised. They were 
kind of freaking out, but 

it wasn’t a bad thing.”
Also at Christmas, the 

students bought cake mix 
and icing and donated it 
to a food giveaway.

For the fi fth graders’ 
fi nal project of the year, 
they raised money so that 
Pound Pullers could pro-
vide a spay and neuter 
clinic.

Fifth grader Sadie 
Wrink said, “I didn’t even 
know about the Seven 
Ways project before we 
did this at all, and I got 
to learn more about our 
community and how to 
help it more.”

Fries said she believes 
the Seven Ways unit 
helps raise students to be 
community leaders.

“(Students) discovered 
that it was more fun that 
doing stuff that was just 
for them,” Fries stated. 
“I think that giving them 
that opportunity — it’s 
not even a lesson any-
more, it’s an opportunity 
to have fun and to grow 
and to feel like their a 
part of it. I think if we 
give these kids the oppor-
tunity to be a part of our 
community early, early 
on, they’ll already know 
what they’re doing by the 
time they’re older.”

She added, “I’d love 
to see every classroom 
become an Community 
Cares classroom, and/or 
a nonprofi t classroom.”

TAG from page 1A

Veterans from page 1A

Don Mason and Bertrand didn’t 
have a chance for a parade in 1969. 
Mason was convalescing in a hos-
pital after a head injury near Chu 
Lai, Vietnam. Bertrand was dealing 
with the loss of his legs. The meet-
ing at the memorial and Saturday’s 
parade was their welcome home.

That they returned at all is due 
to events worthy of a Hollywood 
movie or in this case a documentary 
by Melissa Terese Young of Young 
One productions who has a famil-
ial connection to Don Mason. Her 
father was Mason’s neurosurgeon.

On December 12, 1969, Don Ma-
son needed a neurosurgeon since 
he lost about 30 percent of his brain, 
but what he got fi rst was a medic 
fl own in by helicopter on a night 
when helicopters were banned 
from fl ying thanks to the monsoon 
season and total darkness.

Since shining search lights to fi nd 
the wounded would make them 
easy targets, John “Doc” Brown 
followed the screams of pain to his 
patients.

He used shoe laces as tourni-

quets on Betrand’s ruined legs be-
fore loading the men in the chopper.

They arrived at the 91st Evacu-
ation Hospital at Chu Lai on a 
moonless night only because of 
what Donna Mason described as 
the “4,000 fl ares” illuminating their 
fl ight path.

Don Mason met Young’s father 
there, and he put a metal plate in 
Mason’s head.

It wasn’t until 41 years later that 
they met again in Virginia thanks 
to a platoon reunion like the one in 
Lebanon this weekend. 

This reconnection exposed the 
doctor’s fi lmmaking daughter 
Melissa to the story. The platoon 
viewed the rough cut of “The Don-
ald P. Mason Vietnam War Memo-
rial” with Young at the American 
Legion Friday and looked for any 
errors.

Young needs to raise more 
money to fi nish the fi nal cut of the 
fi lm she hopes to place into the fi lm 
festival circuit, sell to a network 
like PBS or HBO, or even Netfl ix or 
Amazon.

“His journey has been phenom-
enal,” Young said. “The important 
thing is to share the story.”

“I am so proud to have my 
platoon reunion in Lebanon this 
year,” Don Mason said. “I am so 
proud to be listed with the Vietnam 
veterans.”  

When asked about the welcome 
some Vietnam vets received at 
airports in California as opposed to 
what they could expect in states like 
Missouri, Don Mason said, “This 
part of the country is fantastic. I am 
proud to be an American.”  

The word proud appears in 
many of Don Mason’s quotes.  He’s 
proud of his wife’s efforts regarding 
anything to do with vets.

People that watch their Saturday 
parade won’t know about a moon-
less night or shoe laces or 4,000 
fl ares. But most will be proud to 
welcome home some Vietnam vets.

The parade is scheduled to start 
at 10 a.m. Saturday at Hampton Inn 
on Elm Street and then go down 
Elm Street to the intersection of 
Fowler Street.

LDR photo/Chris Roden
Mayor Josh Ray addresses the Vietnam veterans 
gathered for their platoon reunion.

Melissa Centeno



