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The Joel E. Barber School District’s school re-
source offi cer will be an employee of the Laclede 
County Sheriff’s Department beginning with the 
new school year this fall. 

The decision was made at Thursday’s Laclede 
County Commission meeting. Sheriff David 
Millsap told commissioners that the department 
has not had an agreement with the school district 
since 2013 when the contract was nullifi ed.

“It’s not a personnel issue. It’s an issue of 
process,” Millsap said. “We’ve not had a working 
agreement with Joel E. Barber. We had a reserve 
offi cer out there that was commissioned by me, 
but employed by Joel E. Barber, so not an em-
ployee of the county.” 

Millsap said the new agreement will clear up 
liability issues the school and county could face 
if the offi cer is injured.

Commission approves J.E.B. school resource offi cer

LDR photo/Steve Smith
The Laclede County Commission discusses plans for a new school resource 
offi cer for the Joel E. Barber School District with Sheriff David Millsap at Thursday’s 
commission meeting.
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LDR photo/Chris Roden
Vietnam vets and their wives take in the veterans’ memorial at the Cowan Civic 
Center on Friday morning.

WELCOME HOME
Lebanon gives a platoon of Vietnam War veterans the 
homecoming they didn’t get more than 40 years ago 

The traffi c that passed the Veterans 
Memorial in the southwest corner of the 
Cowan Civic Center and saw a group of 
mostly senior citizens gathered there Fri-
day morning probably didn’t know that 
two men were there because of a series of 
miracles.

But Don Mason, Gale Bertrand and 
13 or more men of their platoon knew.  
They were there as part of their platoon 
reunion prior to a Saturday Welcome 
Home parade at 10:00 a.m. and to remem-
ber fallen buddies, but also to celebrate a 

rescue that the odds were against in 1969.
Mason, a former machine gunner, and 

his buddy Gale “Big Bertha” Bertrand, 
his ammo bearer, stood at the memorial 
Friday, Betrand on two prosthetic legs, as 
Donna Mason played the lyrics “Wel-
come Home” through a small speaker, 
and Saundra Earp-Morris translated into 
sign language for the hearing impaired 
present before speaking.

Lebanon Mayor Josh Ray, also a vet-
eran, followed her and said, “This is excit-
ing for me to welcome people back home 
decades after they should’ve received 
their welcome.”

BOSWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Photo courtesy of Melinda Fries
Fifth grade TAG students from Boswell Elementary School advertise a Community Cares Fundraiser at Wendy’s in September.

Students give back to the community

A group of Boswell Elementary School 
students just wrapped up a year-long series 
of of community service activities that they 

have conducted as part of a school project.
This was the second school year that the 

fi fth grade Talented and Gifted (TAG) class 
has completed the Seven Ways to Change 
the World unit, which requires students to 
show how they have fulfi lled seven require-

ments over the course of a school year. Stu-
dents are supposed to complete the fi rst six 
goals in their personal lives, but the seventh 
goal, which involves community outreach, 
is completed as a group.

See ‘TAG’/ page 8A

See ‘SRO’/ page 8A

See ‘VETERANS’/ page 8A

History: Columnist 
Kirk Pearce takes a look 
at this week in Laclede 
County’s past. 

See page 2A
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Now Enrolling For Summer
and Fall Classes!

Call 417-532-9828 To Enroll

1941 W. Elm St – (417) 991-2552

“Open Everyday, Unless We’re Closed”

10:30 A.M. – 10:00 P.M.

Present this coupon for a
Cayenne Ranch

Chicken Sandwich Plate
served with fries and a drink

for only $5.00!
One coupon per guest. Must present coupon to

receive discount. Offer expires 6-17-17.

Chicken & Waffle

$5.99

2020 Evergreen Parkway (The Mall) 
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We have a LARGE

SELECTION of 
  • Rods • Lures
  • Reels • Jigs
  • Lines • and more

417-532-HUNT

“We don’t have that 
issue anymore,” Mill-
sap said. “He’s a deputy 
sheriff assigned to a par-
ticular assignment so we 
would cover it.”

He asked the com-
mission to work out a 
new contract with the 
school district in which 
the sheriff ’s office will 
employ the resource of-
ficer assigned to Joel E. 
Barber. The school dis-
trict has agreed to pay the 
officer’s salary nine to 10 
months out of the year.

“That will get them 
through  the  summer 
school session,” he said. 
“The county wil l  bi l l 

them and they will pay 
the county that salary 
and benefits for the 10-
month period. When the 
resource officer is not 
in school, he would 
be assigned back to 
the sheriff ’s office 
to work road or an 
an invest igator, 
whatever as-
signment I 
would like 
him to do.”

Millsap said 
it would benefit both 
the school and the sheriff 
to have a resource officer 
following the regulations 
of the sheriff ’s office.

“This gives us a real 

opportunity for him to 
liaison with the school 
and sheriff ’s office,” he 
said. “One of the things 
it  will  allow us to do 

is, if there’s an 
event out there 

that person 
w o u l d  b e 
h a n d l i n g 
that event. 
I f  t h e r e 
w a s  v a n -

da l i sm or  a 
b r e a k - i n  t h a t 

would be his case 
to work, instead of draw-
ing resources away from 
road or detective out 
there.”

He could also be avail-

able when extra officers 
are needed on Saturdays 
or for special  events. 
Deputies would also be 
available to assist the re-
source officer if needed, 
Millsap said.

Commissioners expect 
to have an agreement 
with the school district 
worked out within the 
next 30 days. The first 
day of school is Aug. 
15. 

Millsap said he has 
two current employees 
interested in the resource 
officer position and the 
current resource officer 
can also apply.

In other business re-

lated to the sheriff ’s de-
partment, the commis-
s ion gave the  sher i ff 
permission to begin the 
process of selling four 
vehicles that are no lon-

ger used. The vehicles 
are a 2000 Ford Excur-
sion, a 2008 and 2010 
Dodge Charger and a 
2006 Crown Victoria.

SRO from page 1A

TAG teacher Twila 
Rowlett said that the idea 
for the unit came from a 
project that college stu-
dents on the East Coast 
were completing.

“Theirs was a semes-
ter-long kind of thing 
about how they could 
change themselves,” 
Rowlett stated. “So when 
I saw that, I thought, 
‘You know, we could do 
that with the commu-
nity in mind,’” Rowlett 
stated.

The fi fth graders com-
pleted their fi rst commu-
nity project at the begin-
ning of September, when 
they created advertising 
to promote a fundraiser 
for Community Cares, a 

Lebanon Area Founda-
tion–administered pro-
gram that collects money 
from the community and 
distributes it among local 
nonprofi ts in the form of 
grants.

Shortly afterward, the 
students participated in a 
chili cookoff that Ozarks 
Community College 
hosted to raise funds for 
Community Cares.

“They kids had their 
own submission, they 
made their own chili, 
and we won the young 
kids’ (division),” Rowlett 
stated. “I don’t know if 
there were very many 
young kids, but we 
won.”

LAF Administra-

tor Melinda Fries, who 
collaborated with the 
students on the overarch-
ing project, stated, “These 
guys came in like a pa-
rade of wonderful smells, 
and they dropped off 
probably the most popu-
lar soup there, honestly. It 
was gone quickly.”

The group then 
provided advertising 
for a Community Cares 
radiothon with a  You-
Tube commercial featur-
ing a mock newscast. The 
students also collected 
money for the radiothon 
among themselves.

At Christmas, the class 
sold lollipops and used 
the proceeds to purchase 
emoji pillows, snacks and 

blankets that were then 
raffl ed off, along with an 
assortment of donated 
books. The students sold 
almost 600 raffl e tickets 
at $1 apiece and used the 
money to purchase need-
ed and wanted items for 
students in the Laclede 
Early Education Pro-
gram, an early childhood 
intervention program that 
serves developmentally 
delayed children from 
birth to fi ve years of age.

The TAG students de-
livered the items to LEEP 
themselves.

Fifth grader Sophie 
Evans stated, “It was fun 
to just see them happy 
and surprised. They were 
kind of freaking out, but 

it wasn’t a bad thing.”
Also at Christmas, the 

students bought cake mix 
and icing and donated it 
to a food giveaway.

For the fi fth graders’ 
fi nal project of the year, 
they raised money so that 
Pound Pullers could pro-
vide a spay and neuter 
clinic.

Fifth grader Sadie 
Wrink said, “I didn’t even 
know about the Seven 
Ways project before we 
did this at all, and I got 
to learn more about our 
community and how to 
help it more.”

Fries said she believes 
the Seven Ways unit 
helps raise students to be 
community leaders.

“(Students) discovered 
that it was more fun that 
doing stuff that was just 
for them,” Fries stated. 
“I think that giving them 
that opportunity — it’s 
not even a lesson any-
more, it’s an opportunity 
to have fun and to grow 
and to feel like their a 
part of it. I think if we 
give these kids the oppor-
tunity to be a part of our 
community early, early 
on, they’ll already know 
what they’re doing by the 
time they’re older.”

She added, “I’d love 
to see every classroom 
become an Community 
Cares classroom, and/or 
a nonprofi t classroom.”

TAG from page 1A

Veterans from page 1A

Don Mason and Bertrand didn’t 
have a chance for a parade in 1969. 
Mason was convalescing in a hos-
pital after a head injury near Chu 
Lai, Vietnam. Bertrand was dealing 
with the loss of his legs. The meet-
ing at the memorial and Saturday’s 
parade was their welcome home.

That they returned at all is due 
to events worthy of a Hollywood 
movie or in this case a documentary 
by Melissa Terese Young of Young 
One productions who has a famil-
ial connection to Don Mason. Her 
father was Mason’s neurosurgeon.

On December 12, 1969, Don Ma-
son needed a neurosurgeon since 
he lost about 30 percent of his brain, 
but what he got fi rst was a medic 
fl own in by helicopter on a night 
when helicopters were banned 
from fl ying thanks to the monsoon 
season and total darkness.

Since shining search lights to fi nd 
the wounded would make them 
easy targets, John “Doc” Brown 
followed the screams of pain to his 
patients.

He used shoe laces as tourni-

quets on Betrand’s ruined legs be-
fore loading the men in the chopper.

They arrived at the 91st Evacu-
ation Hospital at Chu Lai on a 
moonless night only because of 
what Donna Mason described as 
the “4,000 fl ares” illuminating their 
fl ight path.

Don Mason met Young’s father 
there, and he put a metal plate in 
Mason’s head.

It wasn’t until 41 years later that 
they met again in Virginia thanks 
to a platoon reunion like the one in 
Lebanon this weekend. 

This reconnection exposed the 
doctor’s fi lmmaking daughter 
Melissa to the story. The platoon 
viewed the rough cut of “The Don-
ald P. Mason Vietnam War Memo-
rial” with Young at the American 
Legion Friday and looked for any 
errors.

Young needs to raise more 
money to fi nish the fi nal cut of the 
fi lm she hopes to place into the fi lm 
festival circuit, sell to a network 
like PBS or HBO, or even Netfl ix or 
Amazon.

“His journey has been phenom-
enal,” Young said. “The important 
thing is to share the story.”

“I am so proud to have my 
platoon reunion in Lebanon this 
year,” Don Mason said. “I am so 
proud to be listed with the Vietnam 
veterans.”  

When asked about the welcome 
some Vietnam vets received at 
airports in California as opposed to 
what they could expect in states like 
Missouri, Don Mason said, “This 
part of the country is fantastic. I am 
proud to be an American.”  

The word proud appears in 
many of Don Mason’s quotes.  He’s 
proud of his wife’s efforts regarding 
anything to do with vets.

People that watch their Saturday 
parade won’t know about a moon-
less night or shoe laces or 4,000 
fl ares. But most will be proud to 
welcome home some Vietnam vets.

The parade is scheduled to start 
at 10 a.m. Saturday at Hampton Inn 
on Elm Street and then go down 
Elm Street to the intersection of 
Fowler Street.

LDR photo/Chris Roden
Mayor Josh Ray addresses the Vietnam veterans 
gathered for their platoon reunion.


